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THE EDITORIAL BOARD OF NEW POLITICS IS VERY SAD TO REPORT THE DEATH OF PHYLLIS JACOBSON, CO-
FOUNDER AND LONG-TIME CO-EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL. PHYLLIS DIED ON MARCH 2, 2010, AFTER
SUFFERING A DEVASTATING STROKE CLOSE TO TEN YEARS AGO. WE ARE DEEPLY INDEBTED TO PHYLLIS AND
HER LATE HUSBAND JULIE FOR TIRELESSLY HOLDING HIGH THE BANNER OF RADICAL, DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALISM AND INDEPENDENT POLITICS. 

     The Jacobsons did not want an editorial board of clones. They welcomed board members from a
range of left perspectives that supported the basic orientation of New Politics: standing "in
opposition to all forms of imperialism," "uncompromising in its defense of feminism and affirmative
action," and above all insisting "on the centrality of democracy to socialism and on the need to rely
on mass movements from below for progressive social transformation." We are proud to have
worked with Phyllis in this ongoing struggle.

     For over a half-century Phyllis was an indefatigable fighter against
injustice, an anchor for those of us committed to independent socialism. Her brilliance, her
dynamism, her determination have given independent socialists hope. She continues to inspire us
today.

     We collect below some memories and thoughts about Phyllis. If others would like to add to this
collection, please write us at newpoliticsjournal@gmail.com.

— Joanne Landy and Stephen R. Shalom for the New Politics editorial board

 

https://newpol.org/phyllis-jacobson-1922-2010/
https://newpolitics.mayfirst.org/%20newpoliticsjournal@gmail.com


Lynn Chancer, A Personal and Political Tribute to Phyllis

Barry Finger, Phyllis Jacobson: An Appreciation

Stephen Steinberg, A Robust Voice for Such a Diminutive Person

Samuel Farber, Good Bye, Phyllis

Bogdan Denitch, DSA, For Phyllis Jacobson, A Comrade

David Finkel, Against the Current, A Tribute to Phyllis Jacobson

Lance Selfa, ISO, Condolence Statement

Some NEW POLITICS articles by Phyllis Jacobson

"The Need to Say NO," New Politics, old series, Summer 1962

"Kate Millet and Her Critics," New Politics, old series, Fall 1970

"Black Outrage in Los Angeles," New Politics, new series, Summer 1992

"Two Invented Lives," New Politics, new series, Summer 1997
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